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December 19th/20th – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

❖ Mass for the coming week: 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 10a.m.  

Christmas Eve: 

5.00p.m., 7.00p.m. and 9.00p.m. 

Christmas Day: 

9.30a.m., 11.00a.m. and 12.30p.m. 

St. Stephen’s Day: Mass at 10.00a.m. 
 

❖ Fourth Sunday of Advent 
As the nativity draws near, attention focuses on the mother.  Since we are nearing 

the birth of Christ, it is no surprise that Mary is at the centre of today’s gospel.  Her 

only concern was to do the will of God; she will help us do the same. 
 

First Reading: (2 Sam. 7:1-5; 8-11) 
David wants to build a house for God.  But instead, God promises to build an 

everlasting dynasty for him.  
 

Second Reading: (Rom. 16:25-27) 
God’s plan of salvation for Jews and Gentiles has come to fulfilment in Christ. 

 

Gospel: (Lk. 1: 26-38) 
God’s promise to David was fulfilled in Jesus.   

 

Reflection – Lonely at Christmas 
You sometimes hear people say 

I always find Christmas Day a lonely day. 

I think what they are really saying is: 

I always feel lonely on Christmas Day. 

Loneliness is caused chiefly by two things 

Absence and emptiness. 

Let us spare a thought, a prayer 

For someone who will spend Christmas alone. 

Our hearts are always longing for something more. 

Or for Someone else. 

In every human heart there is an empty chamber 

Waiting for a guest.  That guest is God. 

Advent Preparation for Children 
Covid-19 restrictions mean we are unable to gather together, but we can still 

prepare at home for the arrival of Jesus at Christmas.  The Day Chapel team 

from the Children’s Liturgy Group have put together some Advent topics and 

colouring pages.  They are available via the parish website 

www.laurellodgeparish.ie 

We hope they will give families the chance to spend time together focussing on 

the meaning of Advent, the season of preparation for Jesus’ birth.  Pictures and 

artwork by children on the Advent themes are very welcome!  They can be left 

into the parish office; just mark your envelope ‘Day Chapel Group’ and we will 

display them in the Day Chapel windows. 
 

❖ Christmas Pastoral Offering Envelopes(dues).   

Christmas Pastoral Offering Envelopes are available from the tables 

at the back of the church.  Thank you for all your support. 
 

Thanks to all who donated to last weekend’s annual St. Vincent de Paul 

collection which amounted to €7,733.81.   
Your continued generosity and support is greatly appreciated. 

 

❖ MASS  INTENTIONS: 

Saturday  6.30pm Maura Ní Dhomnaill 
Anniversary 

Sunday  9.30am Olive and William Newman 

Anniversaries 

 11.00am Bridget Byrne 
3rd Anniversary 

 12.30pm Liam Kelly 
9th Anniversaries 

 

❖ Remember those recently deceased:  

Mary Kealy, (mother of Brian C/knock Oaks), Pat McCluskey,  

Christopher Nix and Kevin Coady  
❖ Also, those whose anniversaries occur at this time: 

Gerry Fitzpatrick, James McEvaddy, Tommy Fagan,  

Danny and Mary Bell, Ann Flynn and deceased members of the 

O’Connor and Flynn families and all those whose names are on the 

Altar List of the Dead 
 

May they Rest in Peace 
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